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:,:',::,. lllfll o surpLise that the Honda

:,,,,,,,,, ::,,,, Jazz continues to be a

';:l:: 
t:: 

::::,:::ll: suP erm i ni favourite.

:,,,,a ',,,,,t,,: Reliable, roomy and
,:::::: 'iiilii it holds its value rvell.

So much so that it agaln tops

the supermini RV table compiled

by valuation experts HPI. Other

favourites are there, too, lil<e the

Volksrvagen Polo (due in no sma1l

part to the halo effect of the WV

badge) and the Toyota Yaris.

But what's thls? The Hlundai izo

(on sale for less than a year) coming

in al No. z. the I(ia Rio ler el-pegging

it at No. ro with Ford's highly praised

new Fiesta and established favourite,

the Renault Clio, and arguably the

biggest surprise of all, the Chevrolet

Ar,eo cominq ln at No. 9? Notable for

its absence from the latest Top ro is

the Vauxhall Corsa.

Let's look at the H,vundai/l(ia

entries fi rst. Traditionally, stront
residual values have not been

svnonymous r,rrith I(orean cars. But in

the case ofHvundai's izo, and other

idesignated n-rodels, retained values

have been boosted by the scraPPage

scheme.

l\,lotorists tempted bv the rz,ooo

cash for bangers proeramme har,e

looked at the competition-busting

prices ofHyundais and I(ias, been

doubly impressed bv the r'r,arranties

(five years for Hyur-rdai and seven for

I(ia) and decided to paft company

r'vith Ford and V.ruxhall.

As Hl,undal spokesman Tom

Barnard pointed out: "A nerv izo used

to be er,5oo cheaper spec for spec

than an equivalent Fiesta; nowit is

t3,5oo. A closed auction recentl.v san,

.r Hr,r-rndai iro r,r.ith 3oo miles onthe
clocl< go lor r5o belon retail pricc.

rvhich raised eyebrows."

Barnard said another contributory

factor for rralue retention r,t as the lack

of preser-rce in the fleet sector. "While

daily rental fleet disposal ensures a

steady supply of one-year-old Fords
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While old favourites still feature in the list of small cars

that command the best prices at trade-in time, thete are

significant changes in the pecking order, notably with
Hyrndai's izo. Report by ANDREW CHARMAN.
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